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Initial scepticism towards 
Brezhnev missiles plan 
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1 LQbeck 

2 Melsung&n 

3 §chwfiblsch Hall 

4 Berchtesgaden 



German roads will get you 
there, and If you plan to see as 
much as you can, why not 
travel the length of the 
country? From the Alpine 
foothills In the south via the 
typical Mittelgebirge range to 
the plains of the north, you will 
pass through the most varied 
landscapes. And so you 
needn’t take pot luck in 
deciding on a route, we 
recommend the German 
Holiday Route from the Alps to 
the Baltic. 

Start in the south with 
Berchtesgaden and Its bob 
run. Maybe you have already 
heard tell ofLandshut.a 
mediaeval Bavarian town with 
the world’s largest brick-and- 
mortar tower. Or of Erbach in 
the Odenwald, with its castle 
and the Ivory Museum. Or of 
Alsfeld with its half-timbered 
houses, the Harz mountain 
towns or the 1,000-year-oId- 
Hanseatlc port of Ltibeck. 

Visit Germany and let the 
Holiday Route be your guide 
- from the Alps to the Baltic. 
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IMsmi. H B RJRTOURISMUSEV 

Beethovenstrasse 69, 0-6000 Rankfurt/M. 


T he timing of Soviet political moves 
rcully is Jlrut-rute, us Mr Brezhnev 
showed in his speech to the 17th Soviet 
trades union congress. 

He said that the Soviet Union would 
fa deploying no more SS-20 missiles, a 
Variety particularly feared in the West 
jiy virtue of its range, and not replacing 
eold SS*4s and SS-5s by new systems. 
Providing the international situation 
to allowed, he suid, Moscow even pluti- 
ed a unilateral reduction in medium- 
jange nucleur missiles. 

I ..This offer applied for as long us the 
geneva missile talks continued and the 
.West had not emburked on Pershing 2 
and Cruiso missile modernisation us 
rrentiy envisaged for autumn 1983. 

| The bust bloc inevitably hailed the 
{Soviet leader’s offer us further proof of 
Kremlin will to achieve progress on di- 
sarmament and arms limitation. 

In the West Mr Urczhnev’u offer has 
met with initial scepticism, nnd rightly 
so. His moratorium proposal, in itself 
npfhliunew, is aimed at gaining accep- 
tance of Soviet superiority in 
intemedinte-rangc nuclear forces. 

Moscow idrcudy has 301) SS-20 sys 
ttys in deployment. lurch hus three mi 
dtar.warhcuds und two out of three arc 
rimed ut targets in Western Europe. 
Tho Soviet Union is right now setting 
Dp a further five SS-20 launchers. 

Mr Uruzhucv's proposal appears less 
nsalional when il is borne in mind 
(hat Nuto hus ulso opted for u missile 
moratorium in nil but mime until the 
modernisation programme is due to 

m. 

Since 1979 the West has chosen to 
dispense with missile modernisation. 
This has enabled Moscow to estubtish 
Wperlority in the first place. 

What is more, the Soviet leader made 
mention of halting production of SS- 
, Ji and if it is true, us Western intelli- 
Bhhx agencies and a number of politi- 
cs in Bonn claim, that Moscow hus 
^Mn to deploy new short-range SS-23 
• rotailes capable of hitting targets in the 
Federal Republic of Germany, even 
ptater caution is called for. 

Does tho Soviet move risk ending us 
^ more than a resounding tinkle? Mr 
;Bftthnev, who with his latest offer be- 
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lied claims that he was politically 
finished, cannot be so shortsighted. 

His timing was much too good. In the 
United States a first peace movement 
with political bucking hus advocated 
freezing nuclear armament at current le 
vels. In Western Europe, especially 
Germany, opponents of missile moder- 
nisation are loudly calling for an end to 
further missile deployment. 

So the psychological climate for u 
politicul move aimed at relieving justi 
lied anxiety about more and more ex 
pensive arms programmes could hardly 
have been better for Mr Brezhnev. 

Initial reactions in Washington and 
Bonn accordingly noted that the Soviet 
leader's latest plan hud much in com- 
mon with a move on the chess board. 

Despite caution und scepticism there 
may yet be good reason for closer scru- 
tiny of Mr Brezhnev’s offer. Oddly 
enough, the reason could be in the part 
of the moratorium connected with the 
political threat. 

Moscow, he suid, would accept the 
moratorium until s^ich time us cither the 
missile talks between (he superpowers 
achieved results ob Nato’s missile mo- 
dernisation resolution was put Into 
practice. 

Ho far the assumption hus been that 
the West would go ahead with missile 
modernisation if the Gcncvu missile 
talks failed to uchlovo results by 1983. 

Continued on page 2 


Thatcher, Schmidt 
urge caution on 
East bloc trade 

B oth London and Bonn aro keen to 
avoid u major split in Western trade 
policy towards the Eust bloc over the 
question of sanctions against Moscow. , 
This was one of many points agreed 
on by Chancellor Helmut Schmidt und 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Tlmtcherduring Herr Schraidtfs visit to 
Britain. 

Both arc also keen not to be dragged 
into a state of heightened tension as a 
result of the Polish Crisis. 

Europeans would not benefit in any 
way from this. 

Whitehall and Bonn huve much in 
common because Britain and the fede- 
ral Republic of Germany arc in similar 
positions. . . . . ■ 

Economically, both are fighting the 
repercussions of a slump that hus led, in 
differing degrees, to unemployment and 
inflation. .. ■■■ ■ . = • : ■ 

In. the European Community . White- 
hall and Bonn ure the only members to 
pay more into the kitty than they get 
from the EEC. 

Britain’s refusal to allow tills to conti- 







Nigeria’s President Shagarl with Chancellor Sohmldt In Bonn. 


P resident Alhaji Shehu Shugari was 
the first Nigerian head of state ever 
to pay Bonn u state visit; it was long 
overdue. 

Nigeria is u regional great power in 
tho milking und already one of Africu's 
spokesmen. It would be n mistake to 
cbiuiriucrtd mnintuin a low' profile in 
lies with Lagos. 

Top-level talks between liqnn and 
Lugos were lust hold when Bonn Chun- 
ccllor Helmut Schmidt visited the Nige- 
rian capital in 1978. 

President Shuguri's visit is important 
for biluloral lios und for Bonn policy to- 
wards Africa us u whole. Nigeria’s opl- 


nuc hus led to heuted European dispu- 
te. 

Their comments on trade between 
Eust nnd Wast must bo seen in connec- 
tion with the European fact-finding 
mission of Under-Secretary Buckley of 
the US State Department. 

Notes were compared und 1 views ex- 
changed’ prior to EEC, Western econo- 
mic and Nato summit conferences. ' 

Agreement on contributions' to' EEC 
finances in Brussels is virtuuily ruled 
out because solution of the problem 
will depend on the line taken by other 
EEC countries. • ; ! 

But the desire for mitigation of Ame- 
rican high interest rales is not.Jimited to 
Whitehall and Bonn; if. European eco- 
nomies aro to stage a recovery it must' 
be an all-European need. 

There are no differences of opinion 
between the two countries on security 
policy ejthcr. 

Mrs Thatcher bucks to the hilt the 
Nuto decision lo go ahead with missile 
modernisation if the Genova misrile 
talks fail. • 

Britain is keenly following the pro- 
gress nf the Geneva talks , between the 
superpowers.- 

Both Mr Brezhnev's latest missile of- 
fer end US preparations ' for a fresh 
round of Sait talks, are sur$ to have 
been' thoroughly discussed at Chequers. 1 
i. .(DerTagwsplegel.W March 1982). 


(Photo: Sven Simon) 

Nigerian pays 
an historic 
visit to Bonn 

iiions curry considerable .weight at tho 
United Nations and in tho Organisation 
of African Un(ty. They played u signifi- 
cant part in helping und the Chad crisis. 

U is the most populous country in 
Africa and lives mainly on Us oil reve- 
nues. It runs one of the most up-to-date 
mul largest military clablishinehts id 
Africa, ranking alongside • tHOso of 
Egypt and South Africa. ■ ' 

Until 1979, when the untied forces 
hunded over power to an eloctcd clvi- 
liun government. Generals Murtnlu and 
Obusanjo largely bused Nigeria's claim 
to leadership on their country’s militury 
might. 

But since President Hhaguri has held 
power the emphasis hus been on mak- 
ing friends. Nigeria as the largest par- 
liamentary democracy in Africa sees an 
opportunity of busing its claim to 
leadership on more 'comprehensive 
foundations. 

Population and petrodollars uionc 
huve not proved a sound basis. Nigeria 
|s a ^ojclbook example of how petrpdol- 
lurs alone cunnqt solve, problems of un- 
derdeyelopmept.. 

Since Nigeria is . an Qpec country, 
Bapn ended financial aid, to Lagos in 
1975, but technical and manpower coo- 
peration have been .continued intensive- 
ly.., • • : .’•:••• 

The country has such a shortage of 
skilled . manpower that specialists sent 
put by GTZ, the Bonn government de- 
velopment agency, will bo. indispensa- 
ble until further, notice. 

Mistakes In and inadequacies of Nh 
gerian development, planning are a-fur-s 
ther reason, why German experts need 
to be , sent out,, especially as (he coun- 
try's problems seem likely, to- increase in 
view of .the oil market situation. 

. . Hanko Westerruann 
;(Nort]wni Zcllung, 18 Mari.'h 1982) 
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THE WESTERN ALLIANCE 


Red not better than dead, 
poll results show 


People In the West would rather light 
than meekly submit to Soviet rule, ac- 
cording to a Gallup poll. The samples, 
taken In aeven European countries and 
the USA, Involved 8,000 people. 

H itler’s contempt for what he 
considered to be the decadence of 
the Western powers is said to have dee- 
pened when he learned that the Oxford 
University Union debate had carried 
(he motion that they would not fight for 
king and country- if war broke out. 

Aggressive dictators with an eye on 
possible conquests listen to that sort of 
thing. 

Asked what they thought the result 
would be if a poll had been taken last 
week among West Europeans on attitu- 
des towards the Soviet threat, many 
would surely have expected a majority 
to take a better-red-than-dead attitude. 

Which makes the result of the latest 
Gallup polls taken on both sides of the 
Atlantic all the more startling: they re- 
veal that an overwhelming majority in 
the West would would not submit 
without a fight. 

The keenest to battle it out were those 
in the USA, Switzerland, Britain and 
the Federal Republic of Germany. 

, The French lagged some way behind. 

In no country did a majority say they 
would rather be red than dead. 

, . Germans were clearly in favour of 
America leading role in Western fo- 
, reign policy. 


On this question, the Swiss and Bri- 
tish were much more reserved. 

The results of the polls are reaffirmed 
by the attitude of the inhabitants of 
Hattenbach, a small village in Hesse 
which lies on the GDR border. 

The villagers were told that a nuclear 
war could begin there. 

Hattenbach was where the Americans 
had held war games based on the as- 
sumption of Soviet tank penetration 
that could only be halted by tactical nu- 
clear devices. 

The reason for spreading this infor- 
mation was obviously to shock the villa* 
gers into organising a peace demonstra- 
tion. 

But they remained totally unpertur- 


F oreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher told them in Washington 
that Germany is America’s finest and 
most dependable ally. 

Opinion polls published by News- 
weeArback him up. 

The sampling shows the Germans to 
be more American than the Americans. 

They have a better opinion of the 
USA in general and of Washington’s fo- 
reign policy in particular than any other 
Europeans. 

. They are also more convinced than 
other Europeans that the presence of 
American troops in Europe spells pro- 
tection and security. 
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bed so much so that a TV reporter lost 
his temper with them. 

The poll replies of the villagers were 
conclusive: “We need no peace move- 
ment; what we want is peace." “There 
are Soviet tanks only 30 kilometres east 
of here, and it's good that they know 
that there is something on this side of 
the border as well." “It's all part of the 
deterrence strategy.” 

Now we know that most Germans 
think exactly like the good Hatlenba- 
chers under their upright SPD mayor. 

Naturally, this does not indicate n 
lemming-like death wish; it bears wit- 
ness to the age-old feeling among Wes- 
tern people that freedom is a precious 
possession. This attitude is supported 
by the knowledge that the deterrence 
strategy has preserved the peace in Eu- 
rope for long time and that there Is no 
sign of any destabilisation. 

And as long as the Soviet Union can 
be certain of this attitude on the part of 
the West this will not change. 

Hans-Joachim Nimtz 
(Frankfurter Neue Presse, 10 March 1982) 


A better feeling 
across 
the Atlantic 

And if President Reagan during his 
visit to Germany in June also visits Ber- 
lin (which now seems certain), these 
special ties between Germany and Ame- 
rica will be strengthened still further. 

He and his right wing conservative 
Republicans have up to now considered 
the British and the Reaganites' ideolo- 
gical next-of-kln, Margaret Thatcher, as 
the most dependable Nalo allies in Eu- 
rope. 

The optimistic avowals from Gen- 
scher whorever he went in Washington 
boiled down to a new silver lining on 
Nalo skies. 

Even cantankerous Defence Secret a- 
ry Caspar Weinberger desisted from 
mentioning the controversial gas-pipcli- 
ne deal with the Soviet Union in his 
one-hour talk with Genscher. 

Secretary of State Alexander Haig 
was all smiles In the White House Rose 
Garden when Ocnschcr, after his talk 
with Reagan, stressed that Germany 
had to abide by its contract with the So- 
viet Union, 

Atmosphere and tone of German- 
American relations have improved, 

(Allgemeine Zeitung Mainz, 1 1 March 1982) 


28 March 1982 -No, iojj 

Just one huge 
contradiction 

U nless the Gallup people have mi' 
a whopping mistake, a lot of*! 
pie in Western Europe and the UnJ 
Stales, especially politicians and poll 
cnl commentators, have been 
into n false rending of public opinion. 

There is no reason to bsbuqc fo 
Gallup nrc wrong. They polled rn# 
than 6,000 people on (his side oftheA 
luntic and more than 2,000 on the oik 
about the Nalo partners. 

Whut they found sharply contra*: 
those who have been telling us tti 
duy about the rising anti-American 
in Europe generally and Germany 
particular. 

The fact that more Americans (83) 
cent) than Europeans would rather r. 
a war than submit to the Soviet Uni 
is understandable. 

The first major battles would K 
place in Europe. 

What is surprising Is that the all# 
ly fainthearted and neutralists Ge 
mans — along with the Swiss and It 
British — spearhead Europe (70 ft 
cent). 

The French, who only a few wed 
ago sharply criticised the German) i 
their softness, lagged far behind. 

But Germany has 19 per cent nep 
vo votes on the same question. Tj 
puts it in the vanguard — slightly abut 
of Italy und Denmark — and shown! 
impact the Peace Movement has had. . 

Even so, the polls clearly show lb 
the SPD left wing with its emphasise 
peace policy would not yet be ablet 
come up with a murked succeis In t 
election. 

On Reagun’s policy, the Gcnai 
with their 40 per cent positive bmm 
arc surpassed only by the Belgian! u 
the Italians in Europe. 

The British arc among the top*? 
tics (60 per cent); but Switzerland 
with two in three against. i 

Even conceding that hero tho sp 
tion of Washington’s economic po&l; 
has played a major role (the Wpo* 
by the British, who ore reeling 
the impact of the same monclBfirthw* 
medicine, seems to bear this out) lb®, 
still remains an undeniable result. 

The Americans in particular W 
understand at last that frank critic* 
within the Alliance is in no wayi^ 
le act. They should finally let the d 1 
of polemics waft away. 

(NQmberger Nzchrtchten, 9 


Martial law in Poland stiffens 

Germans’ defence resolve 

Marrs, is - jK s 


JLTJLwobW rather fight than meekly 
submit to Soviet rule, according to a 
poll by the American Gallup Institute. 

Gallup asked Americans and people 
in seven European countries whether 
they would risk a war rather than accept 
soviet rule. 

In America, 83 per cent said they 
would. That was followed by Switzer- 
land (77 per cent), Britain (75 per cent) 
and the Federal Republic of Germany 
(74 per cent) 

Then came France (57 per cent), Den- 

““V? 1 , P flr ^0. Italy (48 per cent) 
and Belgium (45 per cent). 

The poll results in Germany, with 
close to a three-quarter majority in fa- 



vour of armed defence, are starts# 
high considering the radical psdPJ. 
propaganda in favour of “Peace wj 
out Weapons" and “Better Red 
Dead", 

But the willingness to defend lb* 1 * 
tion is not equalled by a similar spPj 
val of US foreign and defence pwj 
60 per cent of the British respo^ 
said they had "Hale faith in the 
of American foreign policy" — 
same policy 57 per cent of Genn* w ™ 
prove of. t 

Germany's defence determin*^. 
has increased since martial law 
traduced in Poland. ' j 

(RheinlKhe^*!£l 
Chriit trad Well, IJ Mb '*" 1 
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W arning offenders against the code 
of fair business practices is aimed 
at stopping black sheep from taking un- 
fair advantage of customers. 

Newspaper small ads offering an 
apartment for rent or a car for sale, fol- 
lowed only by a phone number, are & 
case in point. 

This is assuming, as one often can, 
that the advertiser is an estate agent or a 
car dealer who admits neither to his 
name nor to being a dealer rather than a 
private advertiser. 

Both trade associations, the estate 
agents and the car dealers, agree that 
action should be taken to put an end to 
such practices. 

They are a clear breach of the rules of 
both fair trading and fair competition 
and an attempt to gain an unfair advan- 
tage over both customers and other tra- 
ders. 

This is how the Standing Conference 
of German Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (DIHT) in Bonn puts it: 

"Competitors whose interests are af- 
fected, associations for the promotion 
of commercial interests and consumer 
associations are entitled and called on 
to monitor the competitive behaviour of 
companies and to put a stop to offences 
by filing civil suits If necessary." 

Fair trading associations do good and 
necessary work and their activities 
would never have been questioned had 
they not been entitled, by the terms of 
{683 and §1004 of the civil code, to 
charge a fee in lieu of expenses, 
in recent years a standard fee has 

A rash of dubious 'fair trading associa- 
tions' has sprung up sty over Germany In 
tho put three or four years, py the 
tsrms of the Fair Trading Act they are 
enUHed not only to warn an offender 
against business breaches of ethfqs 
but also to charge. Thle the newco- 
mers have taken to doing, Implying that 
otherwise they will take the offender to 
court, Reputable organisations b av © 
kept an eye on trading practices for 
years. Dr Hans Weyhenmeyer, legal ad- 
visor to the Retail Trades Association In 
Cologne, says the newcomers are an 
outrage, and everyone seems to agree 
that something must be done about 
them, 

: come to be accepted and even been ack- 
nowledged by the Federal Supreme 
Court. It ranges from DM130 to 

DM 180 . 

U is in the offender's interest to settle 
put of court and to give an assurance 
that he will not repeat the offence, and 
: it it only fair to expect him to pay tho 
Senses of the watahdog association. 

But it is a right that has not gone un- 
challenged, as court actions have 
shown, Even so, most courts, except in 
Hamburg, accept the standard fee prac- 
and the courts are not alone in do- 
iogso. 

Who was first to hit on the idea of 
oaklng a killing in this way? Was it a 
bwyer with a practice that was not go- 
loo well? Was it a smart law stu- 
d «H7 Was It a failed businessman? 

! Whoever It was, about three or four 
years ago self-styled consumer and fair 
trading associations with fine-sounding 
1 names began to proliferate. ■ 

They dun offenders from Helmstedt 
t0 Aachen and from Flensburg to Pas- 
illegally for the most part yet see- 
In| flgly in keeping with the law. 

Businessmen whose offences against 
me code of fair practices are challenged 
Prater, to pay up rather than risk litiga- 
tion. 

Maybe they were indeed in breach of 
he rules of fair competition. They are 
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Unfair practice : a case of 
watching the watchdog 


certainly unaware of their legal rights. 
They allow themselves to be bled be- 
cause that seems the quickest way to 
settle matters. 

No-one knows how many millions a 
year arc charged in expenses by obscure 
organisations of this kind; everyone 
agrees that something must be done 
about them, and the sooner the better. 

This is easier said than done. There 
are about 120 fair trading associations. 
Between 80 and 100 of them are said to 
be shady operators. 

Advised by lawyers (either qualified 
solicitors or the barrack-room variety), 
students, housewives, commercial tra- 
vellers, friends and relations get toge- 
ther. 

They have statutes proclaiming unim- 
peachable aims such as consumer pro- 
tection or commercial counselling 
drawn up, give their associations fine- 
sounding names, have them officially 
registered — and start billing offenders. 

. They pore over the small ad columns 
of the local newspapers to find brea- 
ches of fair trading, and as soon as they 
come across the slightest suspicion of 
an offence they send out a warning. 

The wording is based on that of the 
warnings sent out by reputable fair 
trading associations. Reference is made 
to the offence and to the legal position 
in a polite covering letter accompanied 
by a declaration the offender is sent to 
sign. 

“Messra A," it will read, "acknowled- 
ge and recognise os such tho breach of 


T here were red faces at the Frank- 
furt stock exchange when brokors 
learnt they had been buying and selling 
shares in n public limited company six 
weeks after il was declared bankrupt by 
a local court. 

Gebrlldcr Fa hr AO. of Frankftirt, had 
the receiver sent in In January when a 
court ruled against the management's 
application to go into liquidation on the 
ground that assets werd Insufficient to 
cover liabilities. 

The stock exchange was surprised 
and upset to learn, when it was finally 
notified, by the company not the court, 
that it had been trading shares of a non- 
existent company, as it were. . 

No-one knew, it wa6 said, although 
some must surely have had their doubts. 
Brokers had no idea, banks had no idea 
until trading was finally suspended. 
Shareholders, certainiy buyers, can cer- 
tainly have had none. 

GebrUder Fahr was originally a lea- 
ther processing company. Offenbach, 
Frankfurt's twin city, is the centre of the 
German leather Industry. 

But since 1972 the company had cea- 
sed trading in leather and functioned 
solely as a holding company for the 
firm*8'fissets t which, to judge by the way 
ownership changed hands and onb 
board of directors followed another, 
cannot have been too healthy. 

So news was usually bad news, And 
although Fahr shares had moved > up 
and down over the years no-one really 
knew what the company was worth. 

Investors must have realised since the 
September 1981 shareholders* meeting 
that the: company was deep in trouble. 
The company report for 1980, although 
approved by the auditor, was not 
approved by the shareholders. 


fair practices referred to by the B Asso- 
ciation in their letter of such and such a 
date. 

“The company undertake not to ad- 
vertise in the improper way in question 
and acknowledge liability to a fine of 
DM3,000 should the offence be repea- 
ted. 

"They also undertake to pay the asso- 
ciation in lieu of expenses and in keep- 
ing with §683 and §1004 of the civil 
code the sum of . . . Place and date." 

Payments of between DM130 and 
DM180 may . not be much, but they 
mount, up. An association based in Co- 
logne is reputed to have used this licen- 
ce to print money to net up to 
DM150,000 a month. 

The board of governors of the asso- 
ciation and its panel of monitors can 
themselves charge healthy fees in lieu 
of expenses against the cash that comes 
in. 

Returns can be multiplied by setting 
up several organisations simultaneously 
and sending several warnings at the 
same time. 

“In the Cologne area four new fair 
trading associations were set up at the 
same time," says Dr Weyhenmeyer. “A 
single offence was challenged in writing 
by all four on the same day. 

“The warnings were written on the 
same typewriter, had the same wording, 
used the Bame reference number and 
demanded an identical DM180 in ex- 
penses." 

In this case the public prosecutor Is 


investigating their activities, and high 
time too! 

If the offender refuses to pay, the as- 
sociation may try to obtain a court in- 
junction ordering him to do so. Often 
all the court does is check whether the 
association operates within the strict 
bounds of its statute. 

If it is found to do so, the offender 
will have to pay court and legal costs. 
But many associations rightly fear that 
courts will not acknowledge their right 
to bill offenders. 

If tho offender staunchly refuses to 
pay up, they will then call it a day. A 
ruling is shortly due by the Schleswig- 
Holstein high court in a case where the 
association might have been better advi- 
sed not to go to court. 

An association known as the Verband 
zur F&rderung der Werbenden Wlrts- 
chaft e. V. is the plaintiff. The defen- 
dant is a Kiel car dealer. 

The association does not even run an 
office, let alone a telephone, But it has 
an address and a bank account. Its pre- 
sident is a law student in his seventh" se- 
mester, its vice-president a Kiel house- 
wife, 

But how is one to sort out the chaff 
from the wheat? Should lair trading as- 
sociations be banned altogether? Com- 
mercial organisations agree that they 
should not. 

Werner Junge, deputy business mana- 
ger of the Standing Conference of 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, 
feels that despite the moneymaking ac- 
tivities of a few black sheep the system 
of self-control has been a success. 

It Is, he says, more effective and ma- 
kes more sense for commerce and in- 
dustry to take offenders to task themsel- 
ves rather than to leave the job io go- 

Continued on pago 7 


Company went broke, but no one 
told the stock exchange 


Shortly afterwards Dresdner Bank 
announced that It was stepping down as 
the company's stock market agent and 
adviser. So the Frankfurt stock exchan- 
ge requested the company to appoint a 
new agent. 

The Gebrfldcr Fahr board replied 
evasively, saying they were negotiating 
with a bank and would shortly notify 
the bourse. 

In February the stock exchange sent 
the company a reminder, ft was retur- 
ned by the Post Office, addressee un- 
known. It was high time, you might 
think, for the stock exchange to look 
into matters more energetically. 

GebrUder Fahr had been on the agen- 
da of every meeting df the stock Ex- 
change's board of governors, for 
months, but trading was not suspended 
because the board, or so it ^eemed, was 
worried it might be held liable for da- 
mages; 1 • " 

The stock exchange, a governor said, 
has to be strictly neutral in it* decisions 
and cannot suspend trading In a share 
until it knows for sure thdt the company 
has gone bankrupt. : 

There were many companies that 
were in financial difficulties, hie ex- 
plained, which was> a legally tenable 
view, maybe, but hardly in the better in- 
terest of investors. ' 

The exchange was rightly annoyed, 
when the story broke, that It had riot 
been notified by the court, which that 
had refused permission to go into vo- 


luntary liquidation and called in the re- 
ceiver but failod to brief it and tho sha- 
reholders. 

The court says that when an applica- 
tion to go into liquidation is refused it 
shelves the file. It is under no obligation 
to inform the public and haa no cash tp 
do so. Or ought the taxpayer to fpot the 
bill? ... 

This explanation seems somewhat 
bland. Red tape seems otherwise to get 
through much more money to less use 
than the cost of a letter to the stock ex- 
change board. 

At the time of writing no-brie even 
knew how the company was finally to 
be wound; up, given that the board of 
directors must, by the terms of the Ger- 
man Companies Act, initiate procee- 
dings. 

The last chairman Of the management 
board, GOnther Neubecker, cannot be 
traced and the stock exchange does not 
feel It is up to it to trace him. 

Wolfgang Petereit, a . Mainz lawyer 
and chairman of the supervisory board, 
is on holiday in Switzerland, where ho 
is said by his partner to be doing re- 
search' at the University of St Gallen 
and engaged in a project planned some 
time ago. . 

He was due to return soon; His part- 
ner was sorry but he did not know what 
the position was and could not' com- 
ment. AxelSchnorbus 

(Frankfurter Atlgemeine Zeitung 
- ffli DtvridilSJid. 10 MircS 1912) 
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Borrowing policy relieves 
money-market pressures 


I n most Western industrial countries, 
fiscal policy has failed to beat infla- 
tion. • Scattered successes have been 
achieved, but these have been due pri- 
marily to central bank policies. 

The Federal Republic of Germany 
public sector was much too late in 
changing its spending policies. 

. It was not until the drafting of the 
1982 federal budget (hat Bonn attemp- 
ted to keep its new debt down to 
DM27. 5bn, though the true extent of In- 
debtedness remains to be seen. 

Vet what matters in assessing public 
sector deficits is not only the amount 
but klso the manner of financing. And it 
is here that policy is extremely dubious. 

Much of the borrowing now is done 
abroad. By th 6 end of 1981, Borin, the 
ftdefel railway system and the Bank for 
Reconstruction (which operates on be- 
half of the federal government) had 
borrowed close to DM60bn abroad. ' 1 
" This- year, too, foreign countries, 
especially the Opec nations, wiH buy fe- 
deral notes. 

- Naturally, this takes some of the 
pressure off the German money market 
becaused the more Bonn borrows 
abroad the less it has to dip into the na- 
lion's sayings. 

Another positive aspect of overseas 
borrowing lies in the fact that it helps 
finance the balance of payments deficit 
would otherwise have had to be co : 
vertWrom . foreigp exchange reaecyesas 
has Cccaslorially been the cbbc. * ,_ '~ 
The rapid dwindling of our current 
account deficit and the approximation 
of interest levels in the United States 
and In this country, resulting in the in- 
flux of foreign capital, have somewhat 
reduced the need to borrow abroad. 

But the relatively low Interest rates 
for deutschemarks and the suspicion 
that the deiitschemark will win its duel ' 

P rivate investors are becoming more 
reluctant to Invest in company 
stock.;;. . 

'Share portfolios cannot compete with 
'fixed -interest ’securities, -even when tdx 
■relief ori dividends is taken Into ac- 
count. '■■■■ • i 

. A look at the past shows that gains 
through the appreciation of stock have 
beeri very much the exception. ; 

i hQt as upper income brac- 
ket Germans had become timid arid 
prepared (b (alee psks in 

i , Some DjVf^bn tq.DMSbn q year goes 
into projects (hat are promoted through 
special tgx.. relief. -And nobody, caq^ay 
that all these projects are safe bets. , 

•f.: The mere pdssibility of making a pro- 
fit is enough to attract money. ■ ,! 

shares '-stands . no l chance, say 
many nowadays. . ; , 

? ; .The reasons are obvious: . dwindling 
profits: during the past ten years mean 
very «w companies still get.ah adequa- 
te return on capital,-- - ; 

f.,i!ThIs -coalition government has for 
yearsEadded atraws to the camel’s -back. 
Now one too many has been added, mu 
• isiup to the government to figure 
’out/ how. many 1 of theialoso to two mil- 
Jion jobless’ owe their unemployment to 
its SQciaj reform. policies. , 

• .. Rudiments pf economic common sen- 
se,-, aa evidenced by the proposed job 


with the dollar has made Germany's 
currency once more attractive to born> 
wers. This has resulted in considerable 
foreign borrowing in this country dur- 
ing the past few weeks. 

The Bundesbank has called on the 
banks to curb these capital exports be- 
cause otherwise, in case of an excessive 
capital drain, we would have to resort 
to borrowing abroad. 

The negative effects of such a move 
would lie in the fact that Interest pay- 
ments to the tune of billions of deut- 
schemarks would have to come from 
Germany’s GNP which should aotuatly 
have been available for distribution at 
home. 

Another and much more important 
problem is the lopsided term structure 
of public sector borrowing. 

Budget consolidation means not only 
restricting new borrowing by the state 
to tolerable levels- so that money at rea- 
sonable interest rates would be availa- 
ble to private business for investment 
purposes; it 1 is equally important that 
the public sector should borrow on a 
long-term basis. 

State capital requirements on a major 
scale have largely contributed to the jit- 
ters on the money markets. 

Due to the current high interest rates 
and the hope that this trend would be 
reversed, the publio sector has been 
borrowing on a short and medium-term 
basis/- v. v! - 

OF the government notes now in cir- 
culation, -only- four per cent have been 
issued for a term of ten years or more. 
More than half of current federal notes 
now have a duration of four years. 

Moreover, Investors are now also Of- 
fering money on a short term basis due 
to uncertainties about the development 
of interest rates. 

This had led to a paradoxical situa- 


Investors steer 

■ i . -i • i 

clear of 

company shares 

creation programme in the 1982 budget, 
are noteribugh rapidly to undo the mis- 
takes of the riasL "" •- 1 

, To shorten the .recuperation process 
and speed up. (he capital accumulation 
by busies that , is .needed for irivest- 
men(s, peutsche . Bands ' P, Wilhelm 
Christians suggests that the investment 
of saying in, corporate' stock beipraino- 
ted through special tarj provisions, ' " 

, He.prpposes, that a ; certain portion of 
stqcfc. purchase be, tax- free,, He also 
suggests lax free dividend payments in 
capes yrfiere, the dividend is.plougWd 
Wk.intp G ®rman. stock and tied up for 
a certain, period pftiipe, . . V i;ilj . ; 
v i fip,vyouId:also, like the. government. to 
rntroduce a special rehabilitation bonus 
that would, make it. more attractive for 
stockholders ,to ; help , rehabilitate their 
cppipany by favouring capital increases 
in connection ; with . papjtal reductions 
for the purpose of ofT 9 etting losses. The 
stookh^er .would then ^Issued a tax 
tJCOUCtible loss-certificate. ; „ -,,i( , 

■ But wherei isi the government ito get 
the money for siioh stock-promotion?,:;! 


tion where short-term interest rates arc 
higher than those for long-term borrow- 
ing. 

The maturity period for more than 40 
per cent of all public sector debts is less 
than four years now. 

The consequence of this extraordina- 
ry development is growing repayments 
as a result of which the gross credit re- 
quirements (new debt and debt servic- 
ing) of ail public sector budgets have 
grown at twice the rate of net credit re- 
quirements (new borrowing alone). 

The federal government has adapted 
its financing instruments accordingly. 
Its 5-year federal bond has attracted 
considerable funds. And to cover their 
deposit requirements, the banks were 
forced to adapt their own bonds and 
other securities to those issued by the 
government. 

The repayment of short and medium- 
term public sector borrowings thus has 
to be refinanced; and the bottleneck 
caused by debt servicing puts a burden 
on the money market. 

Previously, it was safe to assume that 
investors in government securities 
would re-invest repayments and interest 
in new government bonds. 

In essence, this boiled down to a self- 
financing potential of fixed interest se- 
curity. Exactly this, however, can no 
longer be considered ensured. 

Investors have become wary of the 
state; and, as a result, It is no longer 
possible to consider only net credit re- 
quirements by the public sector in as- 
sessing what the market will bear. 

Today, such an assessment must be 
based on the total financing volume. 

One of the consequences is a delay in 
reducing interest rates for long-term 
money. 

.In view of this dominant position of 
the state 'ion the money market, Deuu 
sche Bank has recommended that tire 
public sector gradually revert to issuing 
more long-term bonds, which would 
have to go hand In hand with debt ser- 
vicing that would not impose an undue 
burden on the market. 

And exactly this has frequently been 


lacking so far. 


Walter Trautnwnn 


(Nfimbcrger Nachrichien, 8 March 1982) 

; Christians points to the added annual 
tax revenue as a result of the corporate 
tax reform and the fact that foreigners 
and other non-eligible stockholders 
cannot offset the corporate, tax credit 
against their tax debt. 

About one-third of the corporate tax 
paig by Germany’s 100 biggest public 
companies is not used by the stockhol- 
ders to offset it against tax owed. 

But Finance Minister Hans MatthO- 
for is unlikely to agree. After all, the ad- 
ded reV&riue resulting from the corpora- 
te tax; which is’ln fket not due to the go- 
vernment, has long been Included in the 
overall budget. 

.He will reftise to part with this money 
and spend it to promote investment in 
corporate stock. Moreover, this would 
m ® ot resistance from his own 

party, the SPD. 

Arid. the FDP would not be prepared 
to, risk another coalition dispute in fa- 
vour of such ’‘subsidies fo r stockholders” 
" *hat is, if itepwn.Wjps are even capa- 
ble of folfowing Christians' ideas. 

i Ih any event, classical market econo- 
my protagonists are bound to reject go- 
vernment crutches, for stock iuvest- 
ments;i Essentially, ■ they are right; but 
ideology alone, cannqt put, corporations 
back iOn t heir Teet. They- need capital, 
.and they need it now. 

, ., Kurt Wendt 

I- ■ , (Die Zelt, 12 March 1982) 


A real appreciation is appreciation 
that goes beyond this and actually redu- 
ces the competition potential of expor- 
ters. 

The depredation of the deutsebe- 
mark on foreign exchange markets has 
now clearly overcompensated for the 
real appreciation of former years and 
improved the competitiveness of Ger- 
man exporters. 

Naturally, there are considerable re- 
gional differences in export successes. 

Trade with the East bloc has fallen 
behind expectations although it has al- 


But Bast bloc foreign exchange short 
tages and problems In raising Western 
credits have prompted a cutback on im- 
ports from the WeBt. 

As a result, Germany's export volume 
to the East has nominally marked time, 
thus declining when adjusted for infla- 
tion. 

This was more than offset by the 
brisk business with the Opec countries, 
which showed a growed a growth of a 
whacking 53 per cent on 1980. 

Here, the German balance of trade 
has even come up with surpluses since 
last autumn. This means that the oil bill 
is paid on the spot. 

This has largely been made possible 
by the fact that the range of German ex- 
port goods coincides with the require- 
ments of those countries. About two- 
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thirds of our shipments to the Opeo na- 
tions consists of Industrial plant and 
equipment. 

Now, however, turbulence on the in- 
ternational oil market has caused the 
petrodollars to flow somewhat more 
slowly. 

But even so, German export pros- 
pects on that market are not bad, If for 
no other reason than because the order 
books are full. 

German exporters still pin a great 
deal of hope on the markets provided 
by Western industrial countries which 
absorb three-quarters of our exports 
(EEC alone: 47 per cent). 

Although the economies in a number 
of our most Important buyer-countries 
have only just been creeping along, 
German exports to the Western indus- 
trial nations rose by close to 10 per cent 
last year (to DM305bn). ■ 

Even sales to Japan roBe due to the 
appreciation of the yen and that coun- 
try's healthy economy. 

But then, the Japanese did not twidd- 
le their thumbs either. Their exports to 
Germany rose, and as a result, Germa- 
ny's trade deficit with Japan also rose 
to more than DM8bn (1981), 

Exports to the USA were up 21 per 
cent to reach DM26bn. 

In fact, out trade with America is a 
textbook case showing the effects of the 
deutschemark depreciation. 

In 1981, the Americans had to pay an 
average of 20 per cent less, for the deut- 
schemark than in 1980, despite the fact 
that American prices (up .10.5 per cent) 
rose at a much steeper rate (han those 
in Germany (up 5.9 per cent). It was 
only natural, therefore, for the Ameri- 
cans to have grabbed what German 
goods were offered to them. 

Among the branohes of industry that • 
showed a particularly startling export 
growth In absolute terms last year were 
the auto industry (up DM9.4bn), chemi- 
cals (up DM6.3bn) and mechanical en- 
gineering (up 5.3bn). 

The German auto makers have suc- 
ceeded in offsetting the poor domestic 
demand by brisk sales abroad. 

Sales Increases were particularly mar- 
ked in Italy and France, countries that 
had erected barriers to ward off the Irk- 
some competition from Japan. 

The Germans have naturally benefi- 
ted handsomely fiom this move. 

German makers of commercial vehi- 
cles did particularly well in the Middle 
East and in Africa. 

The Opeo countries alone bought 
61,500 German commercial vehicles last 
year (1980: 43,800). Opeo and the Uni- 
ted States were alio the main buyers of 
German chemicals. 

What about mechanical engineering? 
Here, lost ground In the East bfoo busi- 
ness was more than mode up for by ma- 
jor deals with the Opeo countries. 

This branch of industry has also ze- 
roed In on the threshold countries In the 
Third World. But Western industrial n* 
tlons also came up with others account- 
ing for about two-thirds of our maohl* 
nefy exports. * ■ • ■ i 1 * ■ • 

Unlike the Japanese, Qetifaan mecha- 
nical engineering Is benefiting front Its 
wide range df products and the fact that 
it is quite prepared to provide custom 
made goods. " ■■■• ‘"• i 

The Japanese still lack this kind 1 6f 


flexibility. They concentrate on a small 
number of products which they produce 
in large quantities. Though this gives 
them a certain superiority In some 
areas, the point is that these areas are 
strictly limited. 

Agricultural exports also' rose by 25 
per cent last year, reaching DM21.6bn. 

This excellent performance fa not 
only due to favourable exchange rates 
but also to shortages on certain mar- 
kets. The Germany also benefited'from 
the dose watch they kept on market 
trends. • 

For example: among the new pro- 
ducts that German creameries ' deve- 
loped for foreign markets Is a cheese 
made from cow's milk with a taste re- 
sembling that of sheep-milk cheese. 
This has found eager buyers in the 
Middle East. 

To put it In figures, this mock sheep 
cheese sold to the tune of 22,500 tons, 
accounting for a considerable portion 
of our total cheese exports of about 
250,0001009. This is a prime example of 
how ldeas conquer markets. 

But what does the future hold? Ex- 
port surpluses rose from DM8.9bn to 

Foreign trade 1981 a 
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mm m ‘preliminary figure Source : Bundesbank 

DM27.9bn last year, helping to reduce 
our balance of payments deficit from 
DM29.8bn to DM 17.5 bn. Experts hold 
that we need another DM29bn in ex- 
port surpluses this year to balance our 
current account. This is an ambitious 
though quite realistic target. 

Of course, this trend could easily be 
reversed should the deutschemark ap- 
preciate again. But then, at some point 
domestic demand must also come Into 
Its own once more: 

Hans Kaiutiti: 

' (KSlner Stadt-Amelser. 13 March 1982) 


Continued front page 5 .. 

veramertt agencies of one kind and an- 
other: ■' ' ' •‘j' 1 '; 

BOnii has now decided to act ajgairist 
the black sheep.' An ' amendment (o the 
Fair Trading Act envisages limiting the 
right to challenge breaches Of coritaicr- 
dal (jOridUfct to offences, that directly 
and locally affect members’ 1 iriterCsts, 1 
What is more; watchdog associations 
are no longer to be entitled to. charge 
expenses for a first Offence; 1 " " • 
Until ihe new regulations are in force 
trade, industry 1 and Craft 1 associations 
agreed ■ last December on 1 a code bf 
practice for fair tradl rig associations. 1 1 : 

Its provisions dre not binding ‘ but 
they wilUt is hoped, end the worst ex- 
cesses until such time 1 as the amend- 
ment Is law. . 1 ! 

• Thfetmar Hambach 
(Killer Nidiricfitiiii.iT March 19682) 
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A quarter of a century ago, on 25 
March 1957, six European coun- 
tries joined together under the Treaties 
of Rome “determined to lay the foun- 
dations of an ever closer union of the 
peoples of Europe,” as it is formulated 
in the preamble of the treaty founding 
die European Economic Community. 

On 25 January 1982, exactly two 
months before the 25th anniversary of 
tiic Treaties of Rome, the foreign minis- 
ters, qf the Community of Ten in a third 
attempt failed to agree on financial and 
agricultural reform and also on several 
other matters. 

This was a day of profound disap- 
pointment for me, as German Foreign 
Minister, but not a cause for discoura- 
gement. On the contrary, it once again 
showed tlie urgency and necessity of 
determined action iu reviving the 
strength of the European movement, 
pusliing ahead in the direction of Euro- 
, peau unity, and culling to mind the mo- 
tivation and political purpose behind 
the Treaties of Rome, i.e. to bring about 
greater unity among the peoples of Eu- 
rope. 

The European idea can certainly not 
become reality in a community of lions' 
In which everyone is in pursuit of his 
own maximum benefit Europe will not 
be the sum of national egoisms. 

It can only be realised as a communi- 
ty based on solidarity. We should take 
care not to attach too much solemnity 
to this Ideal. I realise it alone is no an- 
swer to everyday political problems. 
But there is also no reason to be asha- 
med of the European ideal and to hide 
behind the neutrality of objective neces- 
sities whose pragmatic advocates may 
be judged in terms of their own success. 


PERSPECTIVES 


Genscher warns: remember 
what Europe is all about 


means the political unification of 

No one is able to nor want*? A* 1 com P an,es “ sua,, y “grease or 
away the political and economic !) vr cut niliHB station prices more or 
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only be able to deal succcssf nir J.CW* lho others have not followed suit, 
the everyduy political problems J* ■ ^ rat movo w . flS not made by 
community when we have leamri s f na '* companies that tried to 


TRANSPORT 


People In Europe have a dark Image of 
the European Common Market, says 
Bonn Foreign Minister Hans-Dletrlch 
Genscher. 

• This wee the Image of farm surplu- 
ses and money problems. 

• Writing In the March Issue of 'Euro- 
pBfeche Zeltung 1 , Herr Genscher aald 
these were urgent problems that must 
be solved. 

• They could only be eolved If political 
unification wore kept In mind ae the 
common goal, 

• Many did not realise that the EEC 
had progressed towards becoming a 
democratic and constitutional commu- 
nity. It had made progress In developing 
a common foreign policy. 

• Herr Geneeher's article, written on 
the 26th anniversary of the signing of 
the Treaties of Rome,. Is reproduced be- 

I low. 

with the challenge of mastering the 
most difficult economic situation Bincc 
its founding. 

Political and economic pressures ap- 
pear to be stronger than ever before and 
it has become harder than ever before 
to deal with the necessity of arriving at i 
joint solutions. The public image of the ] 
European idea is no longer a vibrant | 
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Oil companies drop plan 
to increase prices 


community ought to be further fa 
pod townrds European unity. . 


But they were left holding the baby 
y competitors who for once held pri- 



fuel over the country as a whole is 
DM1.28 per litre, which hurts indepen- 
dent operators in particular. They cun 
only do good business when their prices 

The basic outlines of this propoui, ^ ^ l h thc 1 t l ia . t ^ ru Ulld ^ cxa " ven Sisters charge. 

known. For more than a yearim ***** wcre ha,ved ,n some P arls of But price war has been waged bet- 
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Hana-Dletrloli Gonacher 

(PhoioiSven Simon) 

moved ahead on the road towards a 
democratic and constitutional commu- 
nity. 

We have made considerable progress 
in developing a common European fo- 
reign policy. I wonder how much of this 
is really alive in the minds of Euro- 
peans, from Copenhagen to Naples and 
from Berlin to Dublin. 


T^eXfive wara Z l \ h f perhap ? becn graded I'm afraid that a much darker imago 

twenty live years ago the inspired to the level of a somewhat annoying es- of Europe has established itself Manv 

S-U-ta the tablished notion, and I foresee the dan- people see onlyfZprodn«ons u ^,u" 
(ruction plan. If we wish to successFiiHu Tn u fl . ^ ^ these problems exist, nic ur- 

' kta taSriTi BB C ° mm0n haVS ' et , Up t ** of only be solved, and dSTk^M 


ses and budgetary problems. 

All of these problems exist, arc ur- 
gent matters oil our agenda of action, 
nnd must be solved. However, they cun 
only bo solved, and this is my convic- 
tion, if we keep in mind the significance 
und aim of our co-operation — that 
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to be one second, but this assumption 
was challenged at the annual conferen- 
ce of traffic lawyers und judges in Gos- 
hir. 

Courts have allowed for a second at 
most, but Cologne trials have shown thc 
reaction time to bo up to a second and a 

hair. 

Where the experts have gone wrong 
is in the length of lime they huve assu- 
med it tukes a motorist to look ahead 


‘The media has a tendency to speculate about alleged difference of opinion* — Hildegard Hamm-Briicher 

‘US sees isolationism as 
against its interests 9 


Hildegard Hamnt-BrUcher, Minister of 
State at the Foreign Office with special 
responsibility for German-Amerlcan re- 
lotions, le Interviewed by GUnter Kleer, 
of Allgemelne Zeltung Mainz. 


Question: On returning to Bonn from u 
tour of the United States, Frau Hamm- 
Briicher, you referred, os coordinator of 
Gennan-American relations, to ties bet- 
ween Germans and Americans ranging 
from “vague malaise” to "mistrust." 

How do you account for this transi- 
tion from an exemplary partner in Eu- 
rope to a much-maligned bogy man with 
allegedly neutralist tendencies? 

Answer: We note, not without alarm, 
that public opinion oh both sides of the 
Atlantic runs the risk, of drifting apart. 
TTiis is doubtless due, to a considerable 
extent, to a substantial informatjpn 
shortfall on both sides. 

.. i There is also^ tendency, on the pfirt 
of the media to speculate about alleged 
differences of opinion or to utmecessa- 
rily overemphasise such differences as 
naturally do occur from time, to time. 

In, the American media especially 
there has lately been a tendency to su- 
spect, and seize on, neutralist, pacifist 
and anti-American trends iq the Federal 
Republic of Germany and {o cast doubt 
on its reliability ond predictability. 

To some extent, of Course, this is riot 
a German-Amerlcan' but a Euro-Ameri-: 
can problem, with the emphasis on the 
Federal Republic. 


' ■ 
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Hildegard Ha mm-BrUcher . 

. (Photo: Marianne von der Lanoken) 
Germany, given its history, its un- 
solved national issue and historically- 
based special relationship with Eastern 
Europe, is in many quarters felt to be 
more susceptible than most to neutralist 
tendencies. . 

We are currently trying, by intensifV- 
ing pur publio relations work and im- 
proving our media presence in the Uni : 
ted States, to eliminate mistaken as- 
sumptions and information shortfalls, , 
Jointly with my US opposite number, 
Mnder-Secretaty Eagleburger, I am cur- 


rently, as coordinator of German-Amc- 
rican relations, preparing a number of 
programmes aimed at the younger gene- 
ration. 

The young are to be given greater op- 
portunities of seeing for themselves tlie 
wide range of political and intellectual 
aims and value judgements we share. 

For the generation that assumed poli- 
tical responsibility after the Second 
■World War this conviction was a matter 
of course. What now matters is to hand 
it down to succeeding generations. 
Questions: In the wake of the pipelines- 
for-natura! gas contract between Euro- 
peand the Soviet Union increasing con- 
sideration is being given in the US Se- 
nate to ideas of a troop Withdrawal 
from Europe. 

Must this sentiment be taken serious- 
ly or can Europe confidently rely on 
any such amendment proving aB much 
of a failure as, say, the Mansfield 
Amendment in the past? 

Answer: There is in the United States a 
latent Isolationism connected with the 
history Md geography of the country 
that definitely must be taken seriously. 

This is the background against which 
a j?*“2P* 8 10 revive ideas of a withdrawal 
of US troops from the Federal Repub- 


pean, who in Murch 1957 befom B°® Transport Minister Volker 
signing or thc Treaties of Rome sail has outlined details of u 

the German Bundestag that the d programme to build cycle 

co-operation or the countries of Eiw Irak along 3,000 kiiometres.gr Bun- 
was probably (he last chance fori j****** °r Federal highway, 
survivul, ensuring free existence, ew i An estimated 40 million bicycles are 
inic prosperity, and social progress, iu use in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
(r:uroi>Michs zeitujM ^ny and lust year’s domestic sides of 
Huropa Union vcflugOraWtta (Um were substniitiully higher than the 
— 2,8m motor vehicles newly registered. 

depard Ramm.Rriiphpr I ■ Hcrr Huuff has great hopes of the 
uegaru na mm-isrucner I pvshbike. It is, he suys, a major oppor- 

# m of saving energy. 

I Q Tl An | om n C As yet, however, it is virtually impos- 
vMIJICIUJI dlw siblo to cycle from one end of the cou n- 
• j j m liy to the other without being choked by 

s interests 7 ; MiMfumes ’ 

The Transport Ministry has issued u 
lie, the Mansfield Amendment nap of Uundcsstrnsscn with cycle 
60s, must mainly be seen. : ,racks i ond it looks like an early railway 

We agree with the US adminisif^ ^p, with a section here, a section there 
that it would be to the detitaz* *nd wide open spaces in between. 
American as well as European tot* ,By the end or the decade Herr Haufr 
if this tendency were to gain the u? is confident the Federal highway net- 
hnnd. work wifi include 11, 000km of cycle 

US troops are stationed here to ® track, including, for instance, an unin- 
the European and the American i* p- - — 

cst, and I am confident a majority toi, 

US Senate would agree. . 900 flOO QUO 

Question: US Defence Secretary fcfcUjUUU 
berger is said to fear a new era of ; 
tionism in the United States. Is ! 
embellishing an arguable basic ft* . 
that in the pursuit of American .iotet* ' 

consideration for US allies in EonT 
felt to be increasingly Irksome? • 

Answer: Defence Secretary Wetow ; (pn K . , , _ 

has clearly told the Senate the PatenvctaiteilunH 

administration feels a revival ol’jj SSSlP" - ' . aag 
tionism cannot bo reconciled wfin n ' 
interests. -■ 

I fail to see on this issue any \ 

diction between the pursuit , [ 

rests and consideration for tho#. r ; 

America's European allies. J. .. 

Mr Weinberger has thus cong^ • 
strongly against any rerun of tt* f ■ i 
field Amendment. GHater^. j -''V ■ 

(AJlgemriiwZriiiujaMaiiu.ll^*^ ' i ’ - 


American as well as European tot* 
if this tendency were to gain the u? 
hand. 


Making way for 
40 million 
bicycles 

terrupted cycle truck between Humburg 
und Hanover. 

Clean air, quieter rouds und lower 
energy consumption are the results on 
which the Ministry is banking, not to 
mention the better heulth. 

T he Minister is not expecting Ger- 
mans to travel long distances by pushbi* 
kc, but In their home towns und villuge 
eight per cent of working people and 
schoolchildren ulreudy go to work or 
school by bike. 

Sixty per cent of journeys made in 
town by motor vehicle are journeys of 
less than three kilometres, or two mites. 
They could well be made oil two wheels. 

The Federal government’s cycle track 
programme will, he hopes, prompt the 
Lender and local authorities to follow 


punies to get the small fry over a barrel, 
if one is allowed to use the term. 

In summer 1979 the independents 
were down to about 15 per cent of the 
market. They have since clambered 
back to 20 per cent and more. 

But the conspiracy theory would 
seem to be a mistaken assumption In 
the situation, which is that average con- 
sumer prices have tumbled 26 pfennigs 
from a September 1981 peak of DM1.54 
per litre. 

There are two main factors to be con- 
sidered. One is that the world supply of 


In the twinkle 
of an eye, 
or a bit slower 

and realise that what he sees is an unex- 
pected obstacle. 

Tlie human eye, says Professor En- 
gels of Cologne, normally only notices 
what it sees ahead over a range of a so- 
litary degree of the compass. 

Anything on cither side of this one 

suite. In Hamburg, a city-state, it is up 
to the council to reclaim cycle tracks 
thHt have been converted into parking 

l° ts * . . , . 

By building more cycle trucks and se- 
parating four- and two-wheel traffic 
road safety should ulso be improved. 

Bonn says that over distances or up 
to lour kilometres, or two-und-u-hulf 
miles, thc bicycle is both the most suita- 
ble und the fastest mode of transport. 

Cycle tracks should Ideally be at least 
two metres wide to allow for overtak- 
ing. This means they would ut current 
prices, cost about DM250,000 per kilo- 
metre to build. 

But Herr HnuiT feels costs could bo 
out by converting muny of the excellent* 
trucks surfaced as pail of agricultural 
und forestry development programmes 
over the past few years. 

There are plans to set up a Bicycle 
Foundation to advise the Bonn govern- 
ment on biking affairs. , 

Ebechard NHschke 

(Die Well. 3 Murch 1982) 


crude oil exceeds demand. Thc other is 
that motorists arc more thrift-conscious 
than ever before. 

Opoc in Vienna could make a diffe- 
rence for the future of thc oil market 
nnd of motor fuel price levels by decid- 
ing to cut output perceptibly. 

But if producers fail to agree, prices 
will continue to fall or stay at low le- 
vels, much to the delight of motorists. 

A West Berlin court has ruled against 
an attempt by the Monopolies Commis- 
sion to continue probing allegations of 
price-fixing by thc oil companies. 

It would seem to have been thc right 
decision. German motorists now puy 
less at the filling station than motorists 
anywhere else in Western Europe. They 
do so because market forces are 
ullowed to operate freely. 

Heiner Racbdo 
(Handekblatt, 17 March 1982) 

degree is only observed peripherally. 
What this means to thc motorist is thut 
if anything happens in this sector he 
must first look at it before the reaction 
time can be assumed to start. 

This time (the time it takes to notice, 
to react and to brake) is between 0.6 
and one second. The time it takes the 
motorist to look at the peripheral obsta- 
cle is usually about half a second. 

Judge Richard Spiegel of Karlsruhe 
says it would bo wrong to add this half 
n second as an invariable rule of thumb. 
In a majority of cases one second will 
still be enough to cover both phases. 

This should be the case when, say, un 
oncoming vehicle suddenly overtakes, 
when pedestrians are seen crossing the 
road ahead and when traffic lights sud- 
denly change to red. 

.These are all instances in which rjie 
action, whether expected or not, occurs 
immediately aheud. 

But Herr Spiegel says courts will now 
have to consider whether motorists will 
have hnd to redirect their gnze to clcnrly 
see what was about to liuppcn. 

He cited as un example a group of 
pedestrians on a zebra crossing uheud. 
Ilie motorist secs them but not, imme- 
diately, the solitary pedestrian wiio 
rushes out after them. 

This odd man out ho has consciously 
to look ut to see und then to decide 
whether to broke or to try and avoid 
him. 

Being distracted by a variety of 
events, as at a busy crossroads, could 
also be evinced as a case in which uii 
extra half-second might reasonably be 
allowed. 

Ingmar Keller 

(KQlner SuuH.^nzeijjer, 13 Mnrcli 1982) 


220,000 suppliers of 75,000 products ‘made in Germany’ 
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Who manufactures what? 

Find suppliers and products, 
send for quotations, compare , 
prices, track down special 
sources of supply, cut costs by 
buying at lower prices. 

This Is a reference work every 
buying department should have 
at the ready. 

Easy to use, just like an 
encyclopaedia: 

Products, including 9,000 trade., 
marks, are arranged 
alphabetically,; complete wl(h : 


manufacturer's or supplier's ■ . 
address. 

• ■ . * i * i 

A telephone number is listed for' 
each supplier. ; ■ ; 

1 ,400 pages A4, Indexed In 
English and French.:. ' 

Price: DM68.16 post free in 
Germany, DM75 cif abroad. . 


Order direct from us or frpm 
your regular bookseller. 


DAV-Verlagahaus 
Poslfach 11 03 20 
0-6100 Darmstadt 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Tel.: {0 61 51) 8 4011' 
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The BV Lion invites you 

to West Germany and 

the friendly Freistaat 
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West. Germany is n. ArWm 
a good place to MiJ™ 
invest and do business 

in but Bavaria ^ m/ / A / m 
■ is attractive in its own special, way. 

Our borders are open for 
whatever assets our international 
business partners have to offer - 
whether money, technology, 
innovation, research or just plain 

good ideas! 

We at Bayerische Vereinbank, one 
of. Germany’s major banks, have 
.. experience in entering new markets 
and our international network, linking 
such key financial centres as Lbndon, 
New York, Luxembourg, Zurich, Paris, 
Tokyo, Bahrain, Hong Kong, Rio de 
Janeiro, Johannesburg, is there to 
help you gain that first and all-impor- 
tant foothold. With a tradition dating 
back to 1 780 we are a proven 
partner and familiar with all types of 
financial transactions from retail and 


Y Yrv7^ a ft * Y nf ' . 

Wy H wholesale banking 

Or N to securities business. 

-S—ft- Not forgetting, of 

t t * course, our 
speciality, mortgage banking, where 
our long-term bond issues provide 
added flexibility in investment 
financing. 

If you want to know more about 
the German market and the Bavaria/ 
business scene in particular why 
not contact the BV Lion? 


Bayerische Vereinsbank AG 
Head Office - International Division 
Kardinal-Faulhaber-Strasse 1 
D-8000 MONCHEN 2 

Telephone 1^(089) 2132-1, Telex: 529 921 bvmd 
SWIFT: BVBE DE MM 

UNION BANK OF BAVARIA 
(Bayerische Vereinsbank AG) 

New York Branch 
430, Park Avenue . 

New York, N.Y. 10022 

Telephone: (212) 758-4664 
Telex: 126745 ubbnykb 
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| THE ARTS 


Industrialist comes through the carping 
to assemble a Soviet collection 


A achen industrialist Peter Ludwig 
has put together a collection qf 
contemporary Soviet art. 

He has done it through a hail of criti- 
"cism that began before sale terms were 
agreed and continued when the selec- 
tion first went on show in Moscow. 

Herr Ludwig bought' 84 paintings, 10 
sculptures and about 200 drawings and 
prints to add to his private works. 

The critics complained that Ludwig 
had no intimate knowledge of Soviet 
art. They asked how he could possibly 
put together a representative cross sec- 
tion of Soviet contemporary art with 
help only from Russian Art Ministry of- 
ficials and an Arts Association known 
for its conservative outlook. - 
t„ What would he get to see of the non- 
conformists, what of the avant-garde 
. who were; exhibited either not at all or 
only at special exhibitions of a semi-of- 
ficial kind in Moscow, what of the dissi- 
dents? 

Did he even realise thut an. average 
Soviet museum curator would be reluc- 
tant to exhibit even part of his relatively 
( ta|ne collection? 

■ In other words, how could he possi- 
bly allow himself to be led down the 
.garden path? : 

A closer look shows that Herr Lud- 
wig does not deserve this sort of accusa- 
tion. He was well aware of them in ad- 
vance and dismissed them irritably but 
specifically at a Moscow prcsS confe- 
rence. 

He was accompanied to Moscow by 
high-ranking experts, as he had been in 
the past. This time there were no fewer 
than five museum curators from the Fe- 
deral Republic of Germany and Aus- 
tria. 

What they had to say in pussing 
should have been enough to cuso the 
scepticism. The undertaking was not as 
'ill-considered us some felt it and Herr 
Ludwig was anything but ill-informed 
and easy game for Sovicl officialdom. 

Over a three-year period he was 
shown in the course of a dozen visits to 
Moscow and Leningrad what Soviet of- 
ficials felt was suitable for exhibition, 
pr at least for consideration. 

A look at unapproved 
items as well 

But the museum staff who are were 
his aides were able, at least in Moscow, 
to review virtually the entire Soviet art 
tocne, including fringes that were not 
lo °ked on with official approval. 

Since even officially honoured 
worthies of Soviet, art occasionally view 
critical benevolence the work of 
hunger nonconformists, Herr Ludwig's 
'ttfious aides were sent from one studio 
tothenexL 

■ may have had little influence on 
,«ie works offered and from which he 
n W* bis choice, but his critical advi- 
fcrs had gained a virtually complete 
overview of the yardsticks of Soviet 
• fi T**lc quality. 

So they can be said to know what 
W are talking about when they view 
purchases with critical sympathy. 

The price he paid is stricitjy cohfideri- 
,a l bt|t rumoured to have been rrtodera- 
for * job lot. The collection should be 
011 in Cologne this summer. 



Poter Ludwig . . . gets debate going. 

• (Photo: Brigitte Friedrich) 


One can but hope it will be exhibited 
in u single show and not, as difficulties 
of location were felt to necessitate, 
spread round several exhibition venues. 

Herr Ludwig seems sure to proved 
right in his assumption that the show 
will prompt heated debate. A first glan- 
ce at the show as exhibited in the House 
of the Artist in Moscow would seem to 
bear out the view of Professor Ru|ir- 
berg, curator of the Ludwig Museum in 
* Cologne. 

As a curator whose job it whs, he said 


in Moscow, to show full critical judge- 
ment when deciding whether or not to 
buy new exhibits, he felt roughly half 
the purchases met the strictest yard- 
sticks, while some were most signifi- 
cant.- • 

The remainder, which was far from 
insignificant, would be found to be justi- 
fied in terms of cultural diplomacy, al- 
ways assuming the criterion was accep- 
ted. 

Herr Ludwig had wanted to close a 
painfully felt gap. He was well aware 
that there were still significant gaps in 
his collection but wanted nonetheless to 
show a wider German public what was 
being painted (and how) in the Soviet 
Union. 

He aimed to show what had gained 
general recognition and not merely that 
of museum curators but also of the 
general public. 

This he can certainly be said to have 
done. Of the 108 artists whose works 
are included, 47 have state awards or 
prizes to their name. 

This might well create some surprises 
in Cologne. By no means all Soviet 
artists worthy of the name abide strictly 
by the canons of bland socialist 
realism, and that is a fact that is widely 
acknowledged. 

But nn unprepared German public 
will be surprised to find that -mutth that 
appears, to be . conventional socialist 
realism, such as a conventionally pain- 
ted Lenin . against & Kremlin back- 


Woman composer sounds note 
in a male composition 


G erman women composers have a 
much harder time making a nnme 
for themselves than men. But Siegrid 
Ernst-Meistcr from Bremen achieved 
the distinction of being awarded a six- 
month scholarship to attend the Citfe In- 
ternationale des Arts in Paris. 

It is an institution' that was not set Up 
until after the Second World War and is 
not Hs well-known as the Villa Massimo 
in Rome; which is run along similar 
lines. 

The Bremen composer was able to 
Spend six months at the Citfc’s enor- 
mous headquarters near (he Paris hfitel 
' de ville, to gain ideas, to make contacts, 
to study and generally to be free from 
everyday worries and professional com- 
mitments. 

• - In her six months in the' French capi- 
tal she was also able to give two con- 
. certs. 

She lived among 250 artists from SO 
countries at the Cilfc, but there were 
only three women among the IS compo- 
sers there: two Japanese, women and 
her. i .. 

She took particular advantage of the 
wide range of contemporary mpsic avai- 
lable. 

Concerts are held by scholarship-hol- 
ders at intervals of 10 to 14 days. One, a 
mixture of styles and instruments, she 
had to share with a French pianist. 

'She performed Her Seven Miniatures 



on the Lines of Japanese Haiku for 
deep voice, viola and piano and Qualro 
man) dentro e fuoni for two players at 
one piano. 

' She and othir scholarship-holders 
performed the pieces, while at her se- 
cond concert her Variations for a Large 
Orchestra and Whither? for three 
groups, based on a poem by Ingeborg 
Bachmann, were to be heard. 

These are several of the works from 
the Numerically limited but varied out- 
put of the, 52-year-oid Ludwigsh a fen- 
bom composer, whose oeuvre Includes 
works of various kinds to be played by 
a variety of groups. 

She developed from the influence of 
the modern classics, Bartok and Stra- 
vinsky, and increasingly adopted the 
technlqqbs; of Ligeti pnd Penderecki, 
Bnally Including aleatory composition 
teciinl'qdes v v 

Hardly a nyrnie, let . dlone a woihan, 
can. make;!& living from composing 
modern music. Women still tend npl. to 
fee ' (akeh seriously, to have particular 
difficulty in finding a concert organiser 
and frequently need to have their Works 
played by colleagues' arid students. 


ground, turns out at second glance to be 
unexpectedly ambiguous. 

Not for nothing have Ludwig’s pur- 
chases led to unrest and disputes, espe- 
cially in the Soviet Artists’ Association. 

It is rumoured in Moscow that a 
number of guardians of the holy grail of 
Soviet artistic purity feel that the Lud- 
wig collection has caught Soviet art 
with its trousers down - in too many 
• cases. 

The high note in a sharp key that the 
curator of the Moscow House of the 
Artist felt obliged to describe as ; the 
! keynote Of the exhibition wns in reality 
seldom in evidence. 

Moscow officials are well aware of 
this, so the act of cultural diplomacy 
Herr Ludwig would like his purchase to 
be considered to forth part ' of works in 
two directions. 

First, it briefs the German public; se- 
cond, it obliges Soviet art officials to re- 
view or 'at least marshal better argu- 
ments pn behalf of their criteria. ; 

An exhibition with • 
something to say 

In the wake of the Moscow- Paris 
super-exhibition and the major exhibi- 
tion of Gennan expressionists in Lenin- 
grad, matters are in a greater state of 
flux in their ranks than ever before. 

Peter Ludwig has, ns the exhibition 
will show, taken a sample of Soviet art 
that, although it may not sound out nil 
the waters, certainly has something to 
say for itself. 

It could well be at least as much as 
(he leading representatives of Soviet 
nonconformism as listed in exhibition 
catalogues in New York, or Paris have 
lo.5Py.for themselves. 

Uwe Engelbrecht 
(Sluilgurter Zeltimg, 9 March 1982) 


So Frau Ernst-Meister needs to earn 
a living, and this she docs as a teacher, 
first in Heidelberg, now in Bremen, of 
musical form and modem score analy- 
sis at the Academy of Performing Arts 
and Music. 

She also works with a improvisation 
group, with the film class, and Is head 
of a youth and popular music college 
where she teaches the piano. 

Having always been, and continuing 
to be at the receiving end of discrimina- 
tion, she is a keen member of the Inter- 
national Working Party on Women and 
Music. 

It is a group that strives manfully to 
promote equal rights for women in the 
world of music. 

Martin SeJJmaycr 
(Kider Nachrichten.6 March 1982) 


Children hold 

• ,i *.r ; 

exhibition 


T he. first permanent exhibit) pn of 
children’s art ' in the ' Federal 
Republic of Germany has been opened 
in Cologne. 

A collection pf painting and sculptu- 
re by young people from many coun- 
tries, it Tonhs part of the municipal 
Yoqth- Centre. ... r - 

The dxhibtiion and the centre, where 
children jointly docraft work, paint and 
play, are backed financially by Cologne 
city council and the Land government 
of North Rjiine-WfcstphaJia. " ,/ 1( 


■ (Allgerndnc Zei lung Mainz. 6 March ’fata) 
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■ EDUCATION 

Problems on increase as children fall 
victim to faulty schools system 


T oo many children are in schools 
which are too large. Too many arc 
shoved into one classroom! and too 
many have to travel too far to school,. 

There ii not enough play space and 
txercisq facilities; curricula often 
ignore children's needs. 

. These, says a .German educationist, 
are why so many children in Germany 
.have physical and mental problems. 
Many are overweight and others cannot 
concentrate and are restless, 

Professor Kurt Hartimg says’ , chil- 
dren's disorders have reached’ a, ley?! 
where they are w a serious, danger to fa- 
mily tffq, society and the state." 

Professor Hartuhg is a contributor to 
a collection of works on the problem 
published by the Munich-based Educa- 
tion Institute. 

Tubingen child psychiatrist Reinhard 
Lempp outlines a typical case history. 

< A girl who was full of life es:a small 
child began. about the age of 13 to with- 
draw into herself. She became increa- 
singly listless and Inactive, 

Initially, he thought the change was 
. because of puberty. But he changed his 
ind when the girl failed to recover. Sud- 
denly, five or six years after the with- 
, draws! began, the girl got better. It was 
q few weeks after she left school. . 

He. now believes that school stress 
, was the cause,. ' 

••' Professor. Lempp: “1 am convinced 
<Uiet%lR a. matter Qf major importance if 
a child spends a considerable part of Us 
childhood and youth in a state of de- 
pression, 

"Such an experience extending over 
• many years must of necessity have a ne- 
gatjv* ipftpqnce .on a child’s attitude to- 
wards life, its environment and, ultima- 
tely, it? performance." , . 

• -Professor Hertung lists, several cau- 
ses: the Industrial- society has radically 
changed the child's environment 
through technology, mptorisat Ion,, auto- 
mation/ performance stress, "anonymity 



within the mass, urbanisation and a 
flood of sensory perception." 

Restricted play and exercise facilities 
frequently result in health impairments 
such as nervousness, inability to con- 
centrate, "kinetic restlessness, poor pos- 
ture, obesity and psychosomatic disor- 
ders.” ; 

Reactions to school stress differ. In 
• the past, child psychiatrists concentra- 
ted their atentlon on aggressiveness. 

Schoolohiidren shove chewing gum 
into highly sensitive locks, causing irre- 
parable damage; they destroy carpeting, 
- break open lockers and systematically 
devastate the toilet facilities. 

. Lower Saxony's Education Minister 
Werner Remmers last year, presented a 
documentation of school vandalism. 
The study's title speaks for itself: Schu - 
Je kaputt ? 

' Studies shbwlng 'that attitude* that 
are the exact opposite of aggression 
should be taken more seriously than ag- 
gression were Ignored by the public. 

According to Professor Lempp, de- 
pressive reactions are now more impor- 
tant than aggressiveness ever was. 

He concludes: “Unlike in earlier 
years when . protest, , unwillingness to 

T he congress of the Mannheim-bas- 
ed Institute for the German Lan- 
guage (IDS) will have only one item on 
Its agenda: difficult words In German. 

The congress will be attended by 250 
Germanists, linguists and lexicogra- 
phers from Germany and abroad. 

In its preview, the IDS says that not 
only foreigners find the German lan- 
guage difficult but that even Germans 
have to struggle with difficult words. 
These words are particularly common 


Not everyone is starry-eyed about 


" ; >; '• . -*Vf' *$1 

A -srV f . 

• : «.f '--Jy. : < 


E xhibitors at the Hanover Ditiacta, a • 
show of teaching aids and machi- - d 
nes, ‘ claim, that technology is gaining 
ground in instruction. F}, 

But It sqepis that. there is a growing j.> 
scepticism' towards technology in the JL 
classroom. 

Ariensbach |0pjnjofi $e- an 

show tjiat .pniy 4P per tic 

ceht l 6f our population jl966: 72 ,per ,* 

reg art techno I pgy, as- a '‘blessing". & 

- .-w w# ?m«i?ack to the old question : m 
“Technology qurse or blessing?” 

Tlie answer is certainly not tfiat ’tlie H 

continued' elpr.tMWM K.ihaii,*' “r 


and have had to giyf up In the end are 
likely to reject these machines. . 

Opponents can ^Iso be found ajnong 
.embittered paints who hat) to help pay 

dust fpr lack of trained teachers. . 

Naturally, no. responsible education 
minister will take th)s attitude. 

; Vet power $akony’s Education Mi- 
Weqier ^emmers has just admit- 
ted. that he neveY visualised the school 
Pf the Cuturp ap pmirely, ; as a place of 
audio- visual andelectrqjiic com muni ^a- 


, js he therefore an enemy of technolo- 
gy, ' innovation., artd ‘ modern teaching 
machineisl. 


learn, aggressiveness and general dis- 
ruptiveness were characteristic of those 
who couldn't make It at school, today 
these attitudes play a secondary role 
compared with depression, withdrawal 
and resignation.” 

He considers the marked increase of 
depression over the past 20 years an 
alarming signal and presents two rea- 
sons for his grave concern. 

Depressive moods, reactions and atti- 
tudes (which have Increased dramatical- 
ly since the mid-1970s) are much less 
conspicuous than aggressiveness, he 
argues. 

Neither the teaoher nor the parents 
are aware of the gradually spreading re- 
signation and depression in a child — 
the more so since this mostly occurs 
during puberty and is therefore attribu- 
ted to the typical changes a child under- 
goes in that period of its life. 

Depression is also easily overlooked 
because jt is much less disruptive than 
aggression and because teachers find It 
much easier to cope with a depressive 
than with an aggressive child. 

Most disturbing, however, is the fact 
that child psychiatrists have established 
that children who were aggressive and 
disruptive at school' later become more 
capable of coping with life than those 
who had to see a psychiatrist because of 
inhibitions, depressions and phobias. 
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Professor Lempp: “To put it iml 
way, depressive attitudes and nZ 
are on the rise and, consequently!? 
the number of children and juvenll 
who in later life will find it more 
cult to be successful and cope with & 
demands placed on them. u 

‘‘Our school system not only cm* 
failures at school but also In life, Ok 
trary to their basic function, our scW 
do not help but only hinder many rid 
dren’s ability to master life.” 

Professor Lempp does not deny 
most children leave school *Ii}iq, 
problems and that their ability to cm 
with life has been promoted. He jltJ 
ses, however, that even this, has t» 
been fully ascertained. 


Most are helped at the 
expense of the few V 


- But it appears, he sayB, that the Ms 
for the most schoolchildren is at theft 
pense of the few. 

The child who resigns in the face’k 
the problems confronting him at tiki 
and at home needs much more ik# 
tioh than be has been receiving up i 
now. ' ■ T. 

Schools should not only ! know b 
change in the child's environment bi 
should adapt to it in terms of Inidu 
tlon and organisation. 

The view put forward by maoy e 
ports that the children of today Ju 
happen to be different from those of H 
or 20 years ago is irrefutable. Bunk, 
conclusions to be drawn from'thlifo 
are long overdue. 

1 Friedhelm Haiti# 
(Deutsches Allgomelnes Sortnlagiifi 
• • ) March tf 
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Congress will look at words 
and meanings — if any 


In official forms, newspapers, radio and family all the way to its use in aihtrtiv ' 
television. ing, the media and politics. 

They are used in instructions for “Pure” linguists have a difficultstni 
home appliances and medicines. against traditional teachers of literal 

This can endanger life. , when It oome to prevailing In their rf 

, Terminology used in sport qncj poji- fort to have not only "high lltershW' 
tics will also be dealt with at the' Mann- ' but also "everyday texts" • and Blndk 
. heim congress. speed) dealt with at school. 1 ■' 

i Thq.IDS is now working on the major Thebe are also a number of P# 
project of a comprehensive dictionary practical problems that hrirtper' 

of difficult words scheduled fpr com- teaching of linguistics at school. The 
. Rlctlop in, the late, l?90q. , ( . . include a shortage of trained UnguW 

Linguists complain that their partipu- an d the inadequate supply of textbook 
,'lar discipline Is, still largely ignored- "One Cologne 'School uses differ^ 
iBven ten ^arg af^r linguistics entered 

de " ln ils Action Of the 
introduced linguittlci M a special .field ..jJS 

- m the teaching of German i , . ! R , ? lh6 , ? ,22 

nniv nn- ' . . - ncdi *6 'high school students' then# 

Only one of the current draft guide- . ves. ■’ 

lines for the senior grades of secondary u' - na .a. l | Q0 

.chool. provide, for the J 




• gulstics’. ■ ■ .1 e: ■ r ; 

( Another guideline contains' linguistics 
! as a “recommendation" only. ; 

Linguistics at school analyses' the lan- 
guage as used in thfc broadest sense. 


t)nly teachefs ( W(ip hay 
by the intricacies of a tea 
(n frdnt of a maliciously 


: ''vL; -,:j m i vj ; i ^ iora .cduld .|rotiir thein i ly btill unexplored "functioning” of thi 
that'a'hehljhi scefa^m Is the^ist.ba? ^«kdage: i: P ^ ~ • 
s of a teaching machine sis for the ^i(ru) use of techndiday. “ ' ' :i The' fanae Ur ' * - .f ' • • i 

.cious^ grinning class 


lit Its discussions, the 1 cortiitssiw 
little attention to thbse actually 
nedt thi ‘high school students' tbi$| 
ves. ■’ ‘-Hi 

' It Ignored thi question as. W'® 
our High school student*, who 
naV enough dh their platbs; 
sed Ip do the additional Work. / 

It also igtioreid the much dlsf® 
. problem, of the excessive *clenc<! ogfl* 
. taribn pfour schools. / . ,! f yJt 

Remarked ope of the linguistfl'r,® 
be gjad if 1 lfnew aa rquch as ourrPf 
school students are. expected to 

• ■ r • !■' ;J ■ 

. (LQbeck^r NscSrieMe^ 5 «*!*" ^ 
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Mannesmann Demag, 
your partner with expe~ • ■« 
rleinc^ in allmatters of'. fl . 
mechanical engineering . 
and plant construction. r 
With a broad financial ; / • 
base, world-wide sales > 
network and a future- 
oriented research and - 
development programme r 
for new products. 
Mannesmann Demag AG 

Postfach 100141, D-4100 Duisburg V 
Fed. Rep. of Germany • 
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THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


MEDICINE 


A sneaky complaint: tumour 
of the prostate gland 


O ne In three men in the Western 
world over 50 develops a tumour of 
the prostate gland. 

The tumour can be either benign or 
malignant. In most cases the victim 
doesn't know anything is wrong and it 
remains latent until very old age. 

In the cases where the tumour does 
become active; it can cause serious pro- 
blems. 

In the Far East and central Africa 
prostate tumours a^e almost non-ekls- 
tent. , . 

The subject was one of the major 
themes at the congress of the German 
Endocrinological Society in Salzburg. 

The phenomenon that virtually confi- 
nes the condition to Western countries 

Stomach cancer 
on the decline 

S tomach, cancer is on the decline 
throughout the world, says Heidel- 
berg surgeon Professor Christian Her- 
farth. 

But he told the 1 6th German Cancer 
Congress in Munich that this form of 
cancer remains a major killer. 

• : He said that reasons for its decline 
ate still not known. 

. There are marked regional differen- 
ces ip -its frequency. For example it is 
often in - the United- States 
than in Japan. 

' There are also variations within 
countries. In Germany it is more fre- 
quent in Bavaria, Lower Saxony and 
East Worttemberg than elsewhere. 

In 1979, it killed 18,504 people of the 
Federal Republic in Germany's 150,000 
cancer fatalities. That puts it third in the 
cancer death league. 

Professor Dietrich SchmShl of the 
Heidelberg Cancer Research Centre 
suggested that the decline in stomach 
canCer is due to more stringent food 
laws; especially control of additives. 

But American scientists say widc- 
‘spTlJad refrigeration has reduced poison- 
r.mf by hrildew fungi and cancer-causing 
. agents. Changed eating habits and better 
food also have helped, 

r' Unfortunately, the decline in stomach 
• c&ncer is offset by an increase in certain 
intestinal cancers which is attributed to 
better quality .food — and hence the 
longer time it takes for its. passage 
through, the digestive tract: —. and to 
lack of exercise. ‘ 

Professor Herfarth suggested that the 
regional differences in the incidence of 
stomach cancer indicate that inviron- 
mental factors also play a role. 

A high incidence of stomach cancer 
has also been found in certain families 
;gni$ population groups. 

;Jrh'6 r Italian mini state, San Marino, 
wi^h its population of 30,000 has a par- 
ticularly high ratio, of (his type of can- 
cer. Professor SchmShi said. 

He died the family of .Napoleon as 
an example of family- related incidence 
of stomach cancer, 1 

Napoleon's .typical pose, holding his 
right hand,- inside . his].- waistcoat at 
stomach level, suggests that he wanted 
to warm his stomach because it ached. 

. dpa 

(Kainer SCadt-Anzelgcr, 5 March 1982) 


has puzzled experts in endocrinology 
for a long time. 

(Endocrinology is the study of inter- 
nal secretions and how (hey affect the 
body.) 

Japanese who have emigrated to, say, 
the United States remain unaffected, 
but their sons are prone. 

A comparative study on prostate hy- 
perplasia (enlargement) is now in pro- 
gress in Rotterdam and Kyoto, Japan. 

U has been established that prostate 
hyperplasia is rampant in the Mediter- 
ranean region, probably for genetic rea- 
sons. 

It is also certain that testosterone, a 
male hormone, plays a major role in the 
hormonal system of men between 50 
and 55 — especially in affecting the ra- 
tio between testosterone and estrogen 
— a female hormone. 

The testosterone level in men of this 
age begins to decline. 

Urologists told the congress that they 
suspect this change in the testosterone 
level could be responsible for the enlar- 
gement of the prostate gland. 

Another topic dealt with was fertility 
control. Delegates stressed the impor- 
tance of finding some means of control 
for Third World women to check the 
population explosion. 

Certain hormonal preparations are 
already in use. They are injected subcu- 
taneously (this can be done by medical 
assistants), and. prevent, pregnancy' for 
about seven years. Large scale field stu- 
dies are now in progress in Egypt and 
Thailand. 

In the industrial world, women are 
more concerned with something that 
would enable them to bear a male or a 
female baby at will. 


Bring-your-own-blood scheme 
for surgery cases 


D octors at a German hospital are us- 
ing patients* own blood for transfu- 
sion during surgery. 

The main ground is health: donated 
blood carries risks of infection includ- 
ing hepatitus. ■’ 

Hie experiment is being carried out 
at the Erlangen Heart Centre; 

People due to founder thd knife Start 
making donations regularly months be- 
fore. 

Many types of surgery cause a lot of 
blood to be lost, which means that 
transfusions are needed. 

Heart patients are ideal for this pro- 
ject because their' operations are set 
down well in' advance.' 

Professors Karl Theodor Schricker 
. and J, Organ von der Ende and Dr Bemd 
Neidhardj. of the Erlangen Centre are 
using deep-frozen blood from* the 
[■patient :ih, such- complicated types of 
Surgery as bypass operations and the in- 
sertion of new heart valves, '• ■; 

The problem is! the involved procedu- 
re needed, to keep tjie, blood fresh. The 
red blood corpuscles are separated 
from the plasma, which can then be 
kept at temperatures of between 20 and 
40 deg. C. 


Blood corpuscles are shock frozen at 
minus 200 deg. C and then stored at mi- 
nus 130 deg. C. 

The Erlangen doctors are certain that 
the cost and effort is well worth while. 
They experienced no serious difficulties 
in the provision of the blood and the 
subsequent use of it during surgery. 

For 71 per 1 cent of the surgery cases, 
the blood the patients themselves provi- 
ded met the requirements and no addi- 
tional blood was needed. 

Where more was needed, the danger 
of hepatitits infection was reduced be- 
cause most of the blood had been sup- 
plied by the patient himself and the risk 
.ratio depends on the amount of foreign 
blood. 

Not a single case of hepatitis was re- 
corded among the test cases. 

This “auto-transfusion", as the doc- 
tors Call it, is also important for patients 
with , rare blood groups for whom it is 
difficult to find matching donors. 

The loss of blood offset by the trans- 
fusion usually occurs after rather than 
during surgery. : • ■ 

This is so because patients undergo- 
ing heart surgery are attached to a 
heart-lung machine during the opera- 
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The problem facing scientists is the 
question: What are the factors deter- 
mining the development of the foetus’s 
sex? 

To what extent does the brain act as a 
sex organ? And how does the male 
brain differ from the female? 

Dr Klaus-Dieter DOhler and Profes- 
sor Hans-Joachim Kretschmann of the 
Hanover Medical School presented 
their findings on the influence of hor- 
mones on the male/female programm- 
ing of the brain structure. 

The decisive factor is that sex diffe- 
rences in the brain structure are not 
caused by genetic influences but only 
by hormonal effects. 

The basic element in sex determina- 
tion is the male X-chromosome which 
In the gonad (primary reproductive 
gland) develops into testes. 

If the X-chromosome is missing, the 
gonad develops into ovaries. And this is 
as far as the influence of sex chromoso- 
mes goes. All other decisions on sexual 
development hinge on hormones. 

The sensitive phase of sex determina- 
tion in humans begins around the third 
month of pregnancy. The fact is that the 
brain, which to some extent controls the 
maturing of sex cells, is itself a sex or- 
gan in a way. 

The decisive element lies in the fact 
that sex-related differences in the struc- 
ture of the brain are not due to genetic 
impulses but to hormonal effects. 

Although these findings are still ba- 
sed on animal experiments only, Dr 
Dfihler warned of the possibility that 
pregnancy tests using estrogen-based 
substances and the use of the Pill could 
affect the sex development of the foe- 
tus. 

This could perhaps also provide new 
insights into trans-sexuality and homo- 
sexuality. 

Another important aspect is Ural the 
development of a certain area or the 
brain could perhaps be influenced 
through hormones. But here the last 
word must rest with medical ethics. 

Franz Mayrhofer 
(SluUgartor Zellung, 2 March 1982) 


A boom tradep modern living 

inhuman ^ough on peepers : bottoms up 
organs alleged! . Ji T u , 

f ermim university hospitals art i 2©tS tDC tlilllHDS OOWII 

\jr gedly enaaacd in a bnnmin. 




Vjr gedly engaged in a booming ^ 

with human organs. ‘ A West Berlin left-wing newspaper 

A former employee of the Pa^/V. collected such a ferocious backlash 
cal Institute of Tubingen UnivcrWifter it ran an article about peep shows 
told the Hamburg illustrated nugrihat its next edition came out with some 
Neue Revue that ho himself hadSank pages and the author went on ex- 
occasions removed certain parts tended unpaid leave. peep-show proprietor appealed agaii 

brain from bodies brought to hi^ Women’s groups occupied the offices a refusal t0 t him a liccncc . 
autopsy. ! 0 f Tageszeitung, , or Tazjor short, and , n Wegt Berlin ^ere are five p< 

The buyers, he said, were repit* pitched ™ wallB and doore w,th graf “ shows. All fall in the area of the Ch 
tives of pharmaceuticals comn fro 111 •prny Iottenburg borough council, 

who paid up to DM15 for various: ■ They even sprayed the inside of the And the council reacted quickly 
of the brain. The organs, he said, i coffee machine. One message threat- the court decision: it said it would o 
removed without informing the nra eaed the reporter concerned, Michael s jd er closing all five, 
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peep-show proprietor appealed against 
a refusal to grant him a licence. 

In West Berlin there are five peep 
shows. All fall in the area of the Char- 
lottenburg borough council. 

And the council reacted quickly to 
the court decision: it said it would con- 
sider closing all five. 

Yet it is an area with plenty of 
problems. The question is: are peep 
shows really so important to warrant all 
this fuss? 

And this Is where Herr Sontheimer 
came in. Taz was begun a couple of 
years ago because of what was felt to be 
a one-sided approach by the West Ber- 
lin media to such issues as squatting, 
ecology, feminism and foreigners. 

Sontheimer asked in his article whe- 
ther Charlottenburg had nothing better 
to do than run round banning peep 
shows. 

He pointed out that there were about 
1,000 bars and night clubs where sex 
was traded at an even lower level. 

“Freedom," he wrote, “may not be a 
peep show, but a state that seeks to 
regulate sexuality is its very opposite." 
In his commentary he quoted peep 
show girls. “What we do here," one. told 
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tion and lost blood is recycled inft 
process. 

But post-operative hacmorrhqty 1 
common, and the accumulated ^ 
has to be drained off. 

ost patients lose up to 800ml tb«l 
about 20 per cent lose even 
lowing heart surgery. 

This has prompted the Erlangen^ 
tors to pursue yet another ne* ^ 
proach in their bid to use as little ij 
eign blood as possible: the drained' 
blood is recycled in parts of tfc ^ 
lung machine and returned w & 
patient's circulation. « • 

This type of recycling has enabled^ 
doctors to reduce the use of ftw : 
blood from 73 to 49 per cent. 

Both types of auto-transfiuiojf 
safe. The problem is that deep frow 
entails considerable investmc^ * 
operating costs and requirts 
trained staff. ' ; 

Ideally, the two approaches l 0 ". 1 
drained off post-operative 
the patient’s own blood 
should be combined because \\$r. a 
cessing of the drained off 
cheap. Also, it reduces the aBW«" 
deep frozen blood needed. . 1 ; 

A widespread use of the method r] 
neered in Erlangen could wipO °r. ■ 
dreaded hepatitis B after heart ! 

Dieter^] 
{frankfurter RuodKbau.® . I 



l \ too much to expeot, but we can promise you 
hat with the aid of our climate handbooks you will 
le able to travel when the weather suite you boat. 


Business and private * 
travel oversees calls for 
careful preparation. 

The weather varies sc 
wildly that you may 
be In for an 
unpleasant surprise. 


obiem! 


These ollmate handbooks ere compiled by 
experienced meteorologists and list monthly 
statistics for major cities: temperature, rainfall, 
rainy days, humidity and mention of special 
features such as fog, thunderstorms, whirlwinds 
and so on. 






Climatological handbooks ere 
«viitsbleiorU.8A/Cenedi. 
Australia, the Middle East, v 

Litln America, " ✓ 

Asia and Afriea. 
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him, “you can aw in juit about any ma- 
gazine." Another said: “If they really 
close us we'll hold a demo." 

Sontheimer’s article was printed in 
the issue dated 26 February, intersper- 
sed as usual with remarks made (in 
brackets) by the compositor. 

In the night of 1 March the local offi- 
ce of the newspaper was devastated by 
a sit-in. Doors and walls were drenched 
in spray-can graffiti, including announ- 
cements of Sontheimer's impending 
emasculation. 

A colleague of Sontheimer, Ute 
Scheub, wrote that Sontheimer had 
probably upset readers in the past with 
unpopular views such as favouring talks 
between squatters and the city council. 

“If we really only wanted to read 
what suits our own world view we could 
immediately pulp all newspapers and 
books," she said. 

Sontheimer has taken two months' 
unpaid leave to wonder whether it is 
worthwhile trying to write for an uncon- 
ventional newspaper: 

“A world view based on. good and 
bad, black and white. Is boring and 
dangerous. So Is a newspaper that is 
made by people who hold such views." 

One reader cabled the paper to out- 
line how all future problems with cove- 
rage could be avoided: by taking half- 
page ads from estate agents, food stores 
and a department store. 

All editorial staff but one should be 
sacked: fairy tale tellers could be hired 
instead. The paper could be filled with 
agency reports and occasional rewrites 
from other newspapers. ; 

If the number of subscribers were to 
fall, that should present ho problem, he 
felt. AH the paper needed to do was to 
sell out to newspaper magnate Axel 
Springer. 

Thp . debate .continues, conclusions 
have yet to be reached, but the main be- 
neficiary Is already apparent 
Several readers have written in to say 
that it has taken the hue and cry over 
the peep show story to get them to visit 
a peep show, put a mark in the slot and 
see for themselves what It Is all about 
Claus Menzel 

(Deutachra AllgemelnM SonnUfiblatt, 
14 March 1982) 
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Great mysteries 
of dentistry: 
Chopper owns up 

C hopper, the ghost that haunted a 
dental practice for nearly a year, 
has finally been caught He was none 
other than the dentist himself and his 
assistant 

Kurt Bachseitz, 60, and his 17-year- 
old assistant Claudia Judemnann hood- 
winked the Regensburg, Bavaria, postal 
authorities and the police for months. 

They disguised their voices and made 
the mysterious voice sound like it was 
coming from other parts of the room. 

Claudia even appeared on TV, 
together with the voice of Chopper. 

Elmar Fischer, Regensburg's chief 
public prosecutor, says CID officers 
heard Chopper in the practice In Feb- 
ruary and were convinced It was just a 
trick, but they had to be absolutely sure. 

Claudia has made a confession: the 
dentist and his wife have closed the 

Nordwest^Zeitung 


practice and gone to a sanatorium at 
their own request. 

Claudia and Dr Bachseitz are liable 
to proceedings for feigning a crime, an 
offence for which up to three years’ im- 
prisonment or a fine may be imposed. 
But they will not be charged, . 

The postal authorities are said to 
have spent over DM60,000 in weeks of 
checking the practice with the latest 
equipment. They are likely to present a 
bill. 

Claudia and her demist are S8jd to 
have egged each other on until the 
ghost hit the headlines and there was .no 
going back. 

They so perfected their technique so 
that people standing next to them 
thought they heard the voice coming 
from another part of the room. dpa 

(Nordweit Zeltung. 9 March 1982) 
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Writer’s opinion 
just too much 
to swallow 

T he owner of a restaurant in Mflns- 
ter, Westphalia, is suing, for dama- 
ges a gourmet magazine tester who criti- 
cised his restaurant. 

The restaurant is the WestfiUlscher 
Friede, or . Peace of Westphalia, as the 
treaty ending the Thirty Years' War U 
known in German. 

The men facing each other la a D0«- ! 
seldorf court are restaurateur Werner 
Otto Jedamzik and the tester Armlp 
Diet, 29, a law student who studies the 
menus of leading restaurants for the. 
gourmet press la hia spare time. 

The case is the first of Its kind ever to. 
be held In Germany. - 
“The 1975 Riesling 1 was served,* 
Diel wrote, “was fine and dry, but hover 
! in this world was it a Riesling." 

He was even more scathing About the 
j restaurant's speciality, roast duck., , 
“It was an enormous bird that looked 
like a force-fed Hungarian goose 'and 
and tasted like One too: stringy and diy 
inside, covered in a layer of fat and as 
herdaa a board outside. ’ 

> “It seemed to have been parboiled 


and blanched before being lowered Into 
deep fat to get the right temperature 
and colour." 

This criticism was first published In 
the local paper and caused only a local 
upset The Mflnster hoteliers 1 and cate- 
rers' association said Diel was a canni- 
bal, the owner of another reputable res- 
taurant called him a gastronomic lout 

Diel, who had paid DM264.40, plus 
value-added tax, for the meal he, his 
wife and two others had tested, was 
constantly pestered by nocturnal phone 
calls. . 

His ear tyres were slashed one day 
when he parked near Jedamzlk's restau- 
rant Could the damage have been done 
by a kitchen knife? 

He. certainly needn't park, near the 
West&llscher Friede again for a while. 
He has been: notified by the restaurant- 
owner's lawyer that he Is banned Indefi- 
nitely from entering the premises. 

Jedamzik decided on litigation when 
the review was printed by a nationwide 
gourmet magazine. His restaurant is 
patronised by star* such as Hermann 
Prey aad Udo Jflrgens and he Is siring 
' for damages.'' ,■ . j 

. Die], the plaintiffs lawyers say, H 
. prejudiced. As the' owner of fa Nahe 
vineyard he is bound to be- prejudiced 
against restaurants that do not serve 
Nahewjnes, .. : 

‘•■V- (HtiMoversdw Alt (Mitel M. 10 Marsh I9l2) 




